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tax articles that are luxuries, and relieve
those that are necessaries, It does seem
strange that an increased duty on im-
ported clothing is proposed in the Bill,
but I suppose it is done for the purpose
of getting sufficient revenme. We find
silks, satins, and so on, charged at 15 per
cent.—in the same category as cheap slop
clothing. I think silks and satins, even
in the piece, may be regarded as luxuries,
and charged at a higher rate. Some hon.
members appear to have had briefs on
behalf of certain manufacturers. The
hon. member for York has usually got a
brief, in this way, from some omne or
other; and the best thing the Govern-
ment can do will be to employ the hon.
member as an assistant Attorney General.
I do nob know whether those hon. mem-
bers who hold these briefs are employed
in any way, but one hon. member does
the work most ably, and T am not sur-
prised at his being asked to come forward
in this eapacity. Some hon. members
have briefs, not ouly for others, but for
themselves.

Mr. A. Forreer: That is a grave
charge against members of the House.

Me. LEFROYX : As regards tobacco, it
is one of the articles that produce a large
revenue, and I hope the day will come
when it will not be necessary for local
manufacturers to pay 2s. a pound for
tobacco leaf, but that it will be grown in
the colony, as I know it can be grown,
and it is wonderful that some persons do
not try it. I have seen it growing here
luxuriantly, and apparently without much
tronble, and I think there is a great
opening here for persens who understand
the production of tobacco leaf, there being
a manufactory in the place. In reducing
the duty on tea, which represents a con-
siderable revenue, I am afraid the Gov-
ernment have had to put the difference
on other things. I think tea would bear
an increage better than some other articles
that are increased in the Bill; and it is
an anomaly that the best quality of tea
should pay only the same duty as infertor
gualities. Some hon. members object to
military uniforms being admitted free,
but if the local tailors cannot make umni-
forms properly, they must be imported,
and we know that our soldiers must be
made to look smart and attractive. It is
a, wise thing to reduce the duty on peram-
bulators, as proposed in the Bill In
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committee I shall support amendments
for reducing the duties on the necessaries
of life, although it will be difficult to
make any large alterations, because the
Government must obtain sufficient re-
venue.

On the motion of M=z. HarrEr, the
debate was adjourned until Monday, the
18th September.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 18 minutes
past 10 o'clock p.m.

Tegislative @Council,
Thursday, 14th September, 1893.

Kensington Lane Closure Bill: committee— Wines,
Beer, and Bpirit Sale Act Amendment Bill; second
reading ; adjourned debate—Fremantle Water Su
piy Bill: first reading—Loan_ Bili, 1893 : first -
ing—Aborigines Protection Board: proposed abo.
Lition of—Greenbushes Tinfleld: proposed lease to
Mr. Reid—Engine Sparks Fire Prevention Bill:
second reading—Federnl Council: Incrense of Re.
presentatives to—Adjowrmment.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) took the chair at half-past four
o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

KENSINGTON LANE CLOSURE BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1 agreed to.

Clause 2.—* Closure of Kensington
Lane":

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) : On the second reading of
this Bill hon. members referred to the
drain which has been constructed by the
Commissioner of Railways. I believe
that the drain is a cemented one, and the
effect of its construction is that the drain.
age which ran in from the sides is now
held back. I understand from the Com.
miggioner of Railways that this matter
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was brought under the notice of the
Legislative- Assembly by the Mayor of
Perth and other members interested in
the welfare of the city, and that the
assurance he gave on the subject was
perfectly satisfactory to them, and he
hopes that a similar assurance will satisfy
this House. He proposes, I believe, to
make certain entrances’into the side of
the drain by which the water, which is
now held back, can get in.

TrE Hox. J. W. Hacxerr: Is the
level higher than that of the old drain ?

Tae COLONIATL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker): I do not think so.

Tueg Hon. H. ANSTEY : The griev-
ance, in this case, is & real one. I have
been to the locality myself, and I found
two individuals pumping the water out of
their cellars, which were full to the top,
I asked if they had to perform the opera-
tion every day, and the reply of one of
them was, “Yes, every time we want to
get any beer.”

Tae Horx. R. W. HARDEY: I can
also vouch for the truth of what has been
said. Ounly this afternoon I saw the
drain, which was built up to within three
feet of the level of the ground, and oun the
outer side of it the water was nearly up to
the top, while inside there were only three
inches of water. Two or three men were
working at the drain, trying to drive a
hole through the cement, so that the out-
side water could get in. I think that if
there were openings made at different
points the evil might be overcome.

Clause agreed to.

The remaining clanses were agreed to,
and the Bill reported.

WINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT SALE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.
ADJOURNED DEBATE.

Tre Hon. J. W, HACKETT: I must
preface my remarks on the second reading
of this Bill by expressing my bearty con-
currence with the object of the measure,
There is no doubt that what are called
bogus clubs, or drinking clubs, are a late
introduction into this colony. The busi-
ness of these establishments is principally
to sell liquor for the benefit of the indivi-
dual who calls himself the proprietor,
apart from the restrictions imposed by
the law on licensed houses. The conse-

[14 Seer., 1893.)

Amendment Bill. 769
quence is that not only have grave abuses
sprung up in many districts, but the
legitimate business of the licensed person
is prejudiced and the country is deprived
of a certain amount of revenue. But, sir,
we must be careful that in legislating
against one abuse we!de not createanother,
and, although we may wish to root out
the bogus ¢lubs, we should be specially
careful that we do not inflict a heavy
blow on the bond fide and well conducted
clubs. Having looked through the details
of this Bill, I am inclined to believe that
they will press severely on some clubs of
a, legitimate character, and which fill an
admitted want in the community. I am
not going to sing the praises of clubs;
but I will just draw the attention of the
House to the fact that clubs are institu-
tions peculiar to the Anglo.Saxon race.
They date back to the civilised history of
that race, and generally they are peculiarly
adapted to the temperament of English-
men. They are formed for all kinds of
purposes, and this Bill runs over the best
of them generally. It says that a club
shall mean “a number of persons asso-

‘ciated together for social, literary, political,

sporting, or other lawful purposes.” That
seems to me to be a very fair definition.

Tre CoLovial SecrETarY (Hon. S*H.
Parker) : That is the proposed amend.
ment.

Tae How. J. W. HACKETT: I am
aware of that, and I do not think we need
trouble ourselves with anything but the
amendments we see on the paper. So
that we may the more easily understand
the amendments, my hon. friend, with a
care I am sure is appreciated in this
House, has had them incorporated in a
new Bill, which is now before us, and
I have no hesitation in saying that it
is a vast improvement on the one which
came to us from another place. So
guperior is the new Bill that I am taking
it for granted that it will be adopted.
Most Englishmen would not know they
were such unless they had their elub.
Every member of this House, I believe,
belongs to some club or other, and indeed
life in this country would not be even so
endurable as it is if these institutions
were destroyed. It seems to me, however,
that this Bill, even if passed in its much
improved form, will press very hardly on
some clubs, for unless they are able to
conform to the provisions of the second
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clause, and are able to obtain a certificate,
the members will be unable to consume
any liquor upon the club premises, with-
out exposing themselves to conviction,
surmmarily, and to » fine of a. sum not ex-
ceeding £50. Unless a club does consist of
50 members in Perth and Fremantle, and
30 members ontside these towns, and the
other provisions of the Bill are com-
plied with, it is clear that no liquor can
be consumed on the club premises. When
I first came to this town I was invited to
become s member of a whist club, and I
joined it with the greatest pleasure. As
far as I remember, that club consisted
of only 12 or 14 persons, and this seems
to be a useful number for such a club to
be composed of.  According to this Bill,
this ¢lub could not exist unless the mem-
bers were content to refresh themselves
with nothing stronger than lemonade or
cold tea, or some other kind of non-in-
toxicating beverage. But we lnow that
members of such clubs do not drink these
things, and if, after this Bill passes, they
consume anything else, they will render
themselves liable to prosecution, and sub-
ject themselves to a penalty, with all the
disgrace attached to it. I hope this
House will consider how far the general
object of this Bill, which is to suppress
bogus ¢lubs, can be given effect to with-
out. playing altogether into the hands of
the publican. As it is now, it seems to
me to be much more a publican’s measure
than anything else. There are many
clubs which cannot get. 50 members.
There is, for instance, a Natural His-
tory Club, which has no quarters at
present, but, if it continues to thrive,
no doubt it will possess them in time.
There are also other admirable clubs,
created for various purposes, which
have no quarters of their own, and which
cannot, under this Bill, continue to exist
unless they forbid among the members
the drinking of any kind of liquor, for
the mere consuming of it will render
them liable to prosecution. As things
are now, Perth 18 very poorly supplied
with clubs. In Adelaide there are at
least four clubs for every one here,
and they are all established for lawful
purposes. 'There is a chess club there
(and I am glad to say that a similar
club has been recently established in
Perth); there iz a eribbage club (I be.
lieve there is not one here) ; in short, you
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can hardly mention any lawful rational
and social amusement which has not its
club. Again, if the provisions of this
Bill are given effect to, a most admirable
ingtitution -— the Magonie Club — must
cease to exist. That club belongs to one
of the lodges of Freemasonry—the Lodge
of 8t. Jobn—and all the members of
the lodge are ipse faeto members of the
club also. The members of other lodges
are also allowed to come in and be-
come members of the club on payment
of an entrance fee and subscription ;
but, as I say, under this Bill that club
will be completely wiped out. TUnless,
therefore, we wish to play into the
hands of the publican, by forcing the
smaller clubs to have their quarters at
an hotel, several of the conditions con.
tained in this Bill must be modified. I
believe my friend the Colonial Secretary
has no desire to hurry the Bill through
the House, and we shall, therefore, have
time to consider any alterations we may
deem advisable; but I must say that, if
many of the provisions are not found
to be capable of alteration, I shall feel
compelled to vote against the third
reading.

Tre Hon. G. W. LEAKE: I concur
generally with what the Hon. Mr. Hackett
hagsaid. The necessity of this Bill arises
purely from the default of the magis-
trates in not saying what a clubis. Ifis
not a difficult thing to define. Any two or
more Government clerks who may choose
to live together, and pay their liquor bill
out of a common fund, may be termed a
club, and if they like to ask a friend to
their quarters, and entertain him out of
the commen fund, they are acting within
their rights. There have, however, been
several bogus clubs started, and, if the
magistrates had not been weak-kneed,
there would have been convictions, and
the matter would have been settled by
appeal to the Supreme Court, if neces-
sary; but the magistrates, because the
rascals who have started these clubs
have chosen to call them clubs, have
accepted them as such, and hence the
necesgity for this Bill. The test as to
an institution being a club or not is
whetber the proceeds of the sale of
liquor go to the members. A man can-
not start a club and say to everyone,
“ Walk in and bave a drink, and I'll keep
the money.” If he does, it becomes sly-
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grog selling. In connection with this ' some exteption might be made in its

House we have a club. We have a few
boitles of liquor, which members pay for
at the bar as they require it, but the man
who sells it does not get the profits—they
E? to replace the store. This Bill arises
om a wish to define the indefinable, and
to represa an evil which is not an evil,
but which will soon become one if great
care is not taken. To my mind, this is
purely and simply a publican’'s Bill, and
we shall, under it, be introducing a
new sort of publichouse. We are going
to prevent any number of gentlemen
combining together, and having a com-
mon cellar, and compel them, if they wish
to become associated with one another for
any particular object, to seek the public-
house as a place where they can meet. T
shall vote against the whole of the first
part of this Bill .

Tae Hox. H. ANSTEY: I had an
opportunity of talking over the question
of bogus clubs with one of the best Resi-
dent Magistrates in the country, and he
told me he had no difficulty in dealing
with them. He gave me an instance in
which the proprietor of the club provided
everything without any reference to the
members, and he said that as the matter
was put to him he would have allowed it
to pass as a club had he not been wide
awake and made inquiries. He found,
however, what the true case was when he
caused the accounts to be produced. “He
said he saw no difficulty under the present
law of dealing with bogus clubs.

Tue How. E. T. HOOLEY : It seems
to me that something must be done to
meet the growing evil of bogus clubs, and,
as far as I can see, the Bill, as the Colo-
nial Secretary proposes to amend it, will
meet the case fairly well. It is said that
under this Bill one person could not in-
vite another to his house for the purpese
of having, say, a game of whist, and give
him a little refreshment.

Tre Hon.J. W. Hacketrt : That would
not be a club,

Tae How. E. T. HOOLEY : The Na-
tural History Society, which has been re-
ferred to, is not a club. I belong to it,
and I have no knowledge of any intention
to form it into a club, and if there were
there would be no difficulty in obtaining a
certificate, ag there are over 50 members.
With reference to the Masonic Club, there
may be some hardship; but, perhaps,

favour. I shall support the Bill.

Tee Hon. D. K. CONGDON: With
regard to the question of bogus clubs,
I, Like every other right-thinking man,
would be glad to see such institutions sup-
pressed ; but I do think this Bill will work
a hardship on some bond fide clubs, and
especially on the Masonic Club. The St.
John's Lodge has had a club for many
years, and all moneys paid have gone
to the upkeep. There is no entrance fee
payable by the members of the St. John's
Lodge, all members of the lodge being
considered members of the club as well,
and therefore thig Bill could not be com-
plied with. There are other clubs, I
believe, in the same position, and it seems
to me to be very hard to suddenly wipe
them out of existence.

Question—That the Bill be now read a
second time—put and passed.

FREMANTLE WATER SUPPLY BILL.

This Bill was recerved from the Legis-
Iative Assembly, and was read a first
time.

LOAN BILL, 1893.

This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was read a first
time.

ABORIGINES PROTECTION BOARD—
PROPOSED ABOLITION OF.
The Order of the Day for the con-
sideration of the following Message from
the Legislative Assembly was read i—

Message No. 20.
My. President,

The Legislative Assembly having this
day agreed to the following resolution,—
“That in view of the humane and con-
“ giderate treatment of the aborigines by
‘ the people of the colony, it is desirable,
“in the opinion of this House, to abolish
“ the Aborigines Protection Board as at
“ present constituted,” transmits the same
to the Legislative Couneil for its concur-
rence.

Jas. G. LEe STEERE,
Speaker.

Legislative Assembly Chamber, Perth,
7th September, 1893.

Tae Hon. D. K. CONGDON moved,
“That the Council concurs in the reso-
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“lution, agreed to by the Legislative
* Assembly, respecting the abolition of
“the Aborigines Protection Board.” He
said: At the time when we were seeking
to obtain Responsible Government for
this colony, considerable stress was laid
on the necessity of this Board by the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and
we were informed that unless we agreed
to its formation the Royal Assent would
not be given to the Constitution Bill. I
was a member of the Legislative Council
at the time, and, in common with many
others, felt indignant that we shou!d have
a Board of this character thrust upon us.
There was an absclute majority of mem.
bers opposed to it, all of whom looked
upon the Secretary of State's proposal as
a reproach to the colony and her people.
Since the establishment of the Board, I
do not know that any very great amount
of good has been done by 1t; and even
what little has been accomplished could not
have been done without the aid of the Gov-
ernment, through their police and their
magistracy. I quite agree with the Pre-
mier when he says: *If the Aborigines
“ Board is unnecessary, and without means
“or machinery to adequately do the work
“entrusted to it, and if its existence is at
* the same time distasteful to the commun-
““ity, what reason is there for its continu.
“anee " Again, Sir John Forrest says:
“I assert that the Board has no power
“to protect the aborigines, for it has
“no special means of gaining informa-
“tion as to what is going on, and it
‘“has no ezecutive power to enforce its
“views or wishes.” In paragraph 8 of
his minute to the Governor, of 1lth
May, 1893, the Premier says: “I can
“agsure His Lordship that the reliance
“he seems to place in the ability and
“energy of a Board meeting twice a
“month, in Perth, with one paid secre-
“tary, and one paid inspector, to look
“after the interests of the aborigines
“ scattered along 3,000 miles of coast line,
“and extending hundreds of miles into
“the interior, 18 quite misplaced. They
*“ have not the knowledge or the means to
“do jt. It would require a large, well
1 ed, and expensive organisation to
*“do the work, and the only organisation
“ competent to do it in this coloany is the
“Government, with its magstrates,
 medical officers, and police stationed in
*“ every district.” With all this I entirely

Greenbushes Tinfield,

agree. Besides this the Board has never
been popular, and under all circomstances
I think it would be as well that it were
abolished. I move the resolution.

Tue How. G. RANDELL seconded the
motion.

Tee Hov. G. W. LEAKE: I should
be sorry to see a motion of this kind
dealt with hastily, and I think we have
hardly had time te properly consider it.
Only yesterday the Board had a com-
munication from Mr. Straker, who is
their emissary at the North, and it would
be as well, I think, if this could be laid
before the House. If we postponed
the consideration of the motion for a
short time, hon. members might also have
an opportunity of perusing other papers
in possession of the Board. In fact I
think they should be read before the
Board is condemned. I may point out
that the present Board is merely a con.
tinuation of another Board, and it seems
rather hard to have it spoken of, by those
who do not like it, in the way they do. T
shall move that the discussion on the
subject be postponed for a week in order
that members may, in the meantime,
learn what the Board is doing.

Tre Hox. J. G. H. AMHERST: 1
have great pleasure in supporting the
motion for adjournment in this,matter,
althoughT feel with the Hon. Mr. Congdon
that this is a Board which, before long,
must be done away with. If wehave an
adjournment, however, we can read over
all the papers on the subject, and then
come prepared to discuss the matter in
all its aspects.

Question — That the debate be ad-
journed—put and passed.

GREENBUSHES TINFIELDS—PROPOSED
LEASE TO MR. REID.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker): The following is the
Message from the Legislative Assembly
on this subject: The Legislative Assem-
bly having thia day agreed to the follow-
ing Resolution—‘* That theGovernment be
empowered to enter into an agreement with
Mr. J. 8. Reid upon the basis of his pro-
posals with reference to the leasing of
1,000 acres of land at (Greenbushes Tin-
field, presents the same to the Legislative
Council for its concurrence.” The pro-
posal referred to will be found in Parlia-
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mentary Paper No. 19, which I will read
for the information of hon. members, It
is él&ted 14th August, 1893, and pro-
ceeds :

The Hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands, Perth.
Sim,

I have the honour to submit, for your con-
sideration, the following proposal :—I heg to
apply for the lease of 1,000 acres of lang in
the Greenbushes Tinfield, as per plan attached,
for a period of 21 years, on the understated
terms and conditions :—1. To pay the present
rental fixed by the Regulations of 5s. per acre
per annum, such rental to commence from
January lst, 1884. 2, Within Lwo years from
the said date, I undertake to spend or cause
to be expended in connection with such lease,
a sum not less than £20,000, such expenditure
to include cost and erection of machinery on
main and subsidiary pipe-lines, races, sluices,
tanka and dams, tramways, and all works which
may be deemed neceseary by me for proving
and working such lease. 3. That I agree to
commence the said expenditure prior to July
1st, 1894, 4. That if the said rent is not paid
before January 1lst, 1894, and the contem-
plated work ie not commenced by July 1st in
that year, the said concession shall be forfeited
to the Government. 5. That the said conces-
sion will not interfere with the rights of the
holders of existing leases or licenses upon the
Greenbushes Tinfield or any part of it. 6. In
regard tothe labour conditions, wisely inserted
in the ordinary mineral leases, I have the
honour to point out that my scheme involves
an expenditure of extraordinary magnitude,
never provided for or contemplated in such
leases; and that the essential conditions of
expenditure involved in the terms of the con-
cession for which I am now applying should
be allowed by you to take the place of such
labour conditions, in order to make the conces-
sion of any value to me. The heavy expendi-
ture invelved and guaranteed ia in itself o
surety that a large amount of labour will be
employed, but the procesa and methods will
not necessitate the distribution of that labour
in the manner contemplated by the Regu-
lations. In conclusion, I confidently recom.
mend this application to your favourable con-
sideration and that of your Government,
feeling assured that you will recogniee in it a
means of speedily imparting vitality to one of
the many valuable buthitherto partly neglected
resources of your colony.

I have, &e.,

(8d) J.8. Rem.

In the memorandum by the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, which is appended
to the paper, it will be seen that the
acceptance of the proposalis recommended;
but the Commissioner points out that it
would be almost impossible to bring the
matter within the purview of the existing
regulations. The Commissioner also points
out that he has recently had Mr. Brazier
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employed te report on the question of
water supply at the fields, and that that
gentleman estimates that the cost involved
would amount to at least £20.000. Al-
though I do not pretend to be an expert
in tin mining, I believe a great deal de-
pends upon a proper water supply. I am
informed that those who are now working
the fields are only carrying on in a small
way, because they are dependent on the
natural water supply. To work ona large
scale needs an artificial water supply, and to
obtain such means the expenditure of a
large sum of money. The question for us
to consider is whether the country shall
undertake the work, or whether we shall
allow a gentleman like Mr. Reid to take
the risk of the specwlation. I cannot but
think it is advisable for us to leave
him to expend the money rather than
the Governmnent. After Mr. Reid has
spent £20,000 in providing a water sup-
ply, it is obvious, in order that he may
work the 1,000 acres successfully, that he
must employ a comsiderable amount of
labour. If we find that this scheme
proves successful no doubt other capital-
15ts will be induced to spend their money
in a similar way, to the great benefit not
only of the Southern districts, but also in
the interests of the colony at large. I,
therefore, heartily commend this proposal
to the favourable consideration of the
House. While the Eastern and Northern
portions of the colony have their gold-
fields, I trust that in a short time we
shall find the Southern districts, with their
good agricultural land, previding an ex-
port in the shape of quantities of tin, and
also that in a short time they will add to
this a further means of wealth in the ex-
port of coal. I move that the resolution
of the Legislative Assembly be concurred
1.

Tae Hown.G. W. LEAKE : The accept-
ance of this resolution does not, I take it,
preclude the House from discussing mat-
ters of detail ®

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen.
ton) : You can discuss all the details.

Tee Hon. G. W. LEAKE: We have
not them before us.

Tes PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) : The hon. member will find them
all in Paper No. 13, which hae been
handed round.

Tre Howx. J. W. HACKETT : I must
say I am not much iu love with these pro-
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posals, for it is my belief the country
would be better off by multiplying the
number of occupiers and settlers than by
concentrating the development of our re-
sources in the hands of a few monopo-
lists. In the case of the tinfields, the
grecess attained has bheen grester than
either Mr. Brazier or the Government
@eclogist has given us to understand.
While I do not mn the least impeach the
accuracy of their statements, I know meore
has been done than is stated in the tele-
grams they have sent to the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands. From an au-
thority, who spent some time in investi-
gating what was going on on thetinfields,
I learn that some 200 men are engaged
on working the tin. Further, I am in-
formed that these men have devised a
way of working, under which they are
succeeding very well. They stack the
dirt during the dry season, and wash it
when the rain comes, and in this way
they are enabled to make good wages.
Still, we cannot deny the fact that alarge
portion of the field 1s unworked, and can-
not be without the application of ma-
chinery, and the consequent expenditure
of a large sum of money. Whether por-
tions of the field are to be worked Dy
sluices, or by the construction of dams, or
by means of a tramway to carry the dirt
to the water, it is obvious that a great
deal of outlay must be entailed, which the
Government will not for some time, at
any rate, be in a position to provide. In
these circumstances, Mr. Reid comes for-
ward, and offers to spend £20,000, which
is £20 per acre on the concession he asks
for. In consideration of its being granted
to him, he undertakes to keep the works
continually going. In his supplementary
proposal, he states that he does not wish
to interfere with those who are now en-
gaged upon the work of tin-mining in
and about the area he asks for, and, under
these cireumstances, I do not feel pre-
pared to object to the proposal. I notice
that Mr. Reid has also assented to the
terms that he shall keep at least 50 men
employed ; and although this is not the
full complement required by the regula-
tions, still, considering the amount which
is to be expended in connection with the
concession is so large, we may feel satis-
fied that all the labour necessary will be

employed in order to make the under. .

taking a profitable one. As Lhave said,
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under all the circumstances, I shall be
disposed to give my concurrence to “the
motion,

Tre How. J. G. H AMHERST: My
hon. friend Mr. Hackett says that much
has already been done in a small way on
this field; but in my opinion we shall
have very much more done if we go
into the matter on o large scale. The
population on the field has been gradually
dwindling down, and most of the com-
panies which were formed have broken
up, and the consequence is that a valu-
able industry is in a languishing condi-
tion. There is now great need of capital,
and I helieve that if this proposal is
assented to, not only shall we have the
money of the gentlemen in question ex-
pended, but we shall also have other
capitalists putting their momey in the
venture, to the great advantage and benefit
not only of the district concerned, but of
the colony generally.

Tre Hox. D. K. CONGDON: I have
much pleasure in supporting the propo-
sition, for it must tend to develop the
tin-mining industry far more rapidly
than by the small way things have been
done since the discovery of the field. I
hope, however, that the rights of those
now there will be preserved, and this, I
believe, the gentleman concerned has no
abjection to.

Tae Hon. H. ANSTEY : I think this
a very important proposal. Although if
is true that parties of two or three men
have been able to make good livings, yet
the process employed is so slow that the
industry can never become a great one.
I bave spent a considerable time in the
centre of the tin-mining industry in Corn-
wall, and, therefore, I know perhaps more
about this kind of work than most hon.
members. In the first place, a plenti.
ful supply of water is essential to the
proper development of tin mines, whether
alluvial or lode. I cannot see any hope
of developing these fields-except by some
such scheme as that proposed by Mr.
Reid, and although I shall support the
proposal, I should like, before assenting
to it, to see a map showing the pro-
posed area, and the trend of the lode. I
shall, therefore, move that the debate be
adjourned.

Question—That the debate be adjourned
until the next sitting of the House—put
and passed.



Engine Sparks, &c., Bill.

ENGINE SPARKS FIRE PREVENTION
BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker); This is the remains of a
little Bill which was introduced by the
Government in the Legislative Assembly.
That House handed it over to the tender
mercies of a select committee, and it wae
considerably altered, and in its altered
shape it comes to this House. I have no
doubt that hon. members are aware that
when locomotives travel over grassy coun-
try they become the means of doing much
damage by the distribution of sparks. In
the summer time, especiaily, the smallest
spark is sufficient to cause a fire, which
may spread for many miles, and do much
damage before it is stopped. Under these
circumstances, in consequence of the
pressure brought by bon. members of
another place on the Government, it was
thought advisable to compel all persons
who used locomotives to carry and use
what are krown as spark arresters, and
maintain them in good order. I under-
stand that several of these contrivances
have been patented, some of which are
very effective for the purpose intended ;
but unless compelled by law to use them,
the proprietors of locomotives will not
adopt them, because they interfere with
the draught, and thus cause inconveni-
ence in the working of the engine. It isnow
intended fo compel thejr use, and also to
provide for the use of a steam jet in the
agh-pan. The turning of live ashes on to
the line is almost equally as daibgerous as
the sparks, inasmuch as when let loose
they blow on to the grass, and start fires.
By this Bill, those using engines will have
to apply the steam jel to the coals in
the ash-pans before turning them on to
the line. The various clanses of the Bill
provide for these things, and certain sec-
tions of the EShortening Ordinance are
adopted, which refer to the recovery of
penalties. That is the whole Bill, and X
trust it will have a good effect. I move
that it be read a second time.

Question put and passed.

FEDERAL COUNCII—INCREASE OF
REPRESENTATIVES TO.

Tuae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
3. H. Parker): I have no doubt that,
although it is very little spoken of, hon.
members are aware that we do possess a

{14 Szer., 1893.]

Federal Council.

FPederal Council. It is a body which
meets every two yearsin Tasmania, in the
summer time, when certain hon. members
of the various Legislatures are enabled to
enjoy themselves in the charmed city of
Hobart for a fortnight or so. It was
established by an Act of the Imperial
Parliament, which provided that all the
colonies might join it. Two of them,
however— New South Wales and South
Australia—have not as yet entered it,
but, notwithstanding, the Council has
from time to time met and passed some
useful measures. Ome of them was of
particular importance to this colony, inas-
much as it dealt with the Pearl Shell
Fisheries question, At the present time
the number of members to the Council is
limited to two for colonies having Re-
sponsible Government and one for
colonies not possessing that form of Gov-
ernment, such as Fiji.” At the last session
the member representing Fiji did not
attend, and consequently the number of
members present was only eight. "With
one member in the chair, only seven are
left, and this is a very small number to
have such important powers entrusted
to. T cavnot but think that such an
audience must damn oratory on the part
of anycne who is inclined to indulge in
such, for the chances are that out of the
seven three or four would repair to the
refreshment room when an hon. member
commenced his address. Besides this,
we cannot fail to see that so small o nun-
ber of members cannot command the re.
spect or influence which such a Council
should do. Tt is, therefore, proposed that
the number of members shall be increased
to five instead of two for each of the
colonies, and this, it is hoped, will add
dignity, importance, and, influence to the
Council and to its debates, and probably
New South Wales and South Australia
will, as the result of the increased num-
bers, join the Council, and then we shall
have all the colonies of Australia joined
and represented in the Council. T look
upon this Federal Council as the fore-
runner of a federal Australia. We know
there have been movements from time to
time to further this important object.
Two years ago we had a Convention,
which some of the members of this House
attended and tock important parts in the
proceedings ; but so far that has led tono
result, und I canunot but think there is
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776 Federal Couneil :
more chance of bringing about a United
Australia by extending this Council than
by the holding of Conventions. Probably
some hon. members are more acquainted
with the subject than I am, and they may
be able to further enlighten us upon the
subject. It will, no doubt, be said by
some that the increase of members will
increase the cost of the representation of
this colony. This will not be denied; but
hon. members of this House, and of the
Assembly, when they take their walks
abroad on behalf of the colony are, as a
rule, economical, and, therefore, the ques-
tion of expenditure will make very little
material difference. I move that the
words “ Legislative Council ” be inserted
in the blanks in first and eighteenth
lines of Message No. 22 from the Legis-
lative Assembly (vide Council Minutes,
1893, p. 73).

Tur Hon. J. W. HACKETT: Iriseto
second the motion of my hon. friend; but I
may ag well preface my remarks by stating
I do not believe the Federal Council is of
any use except for the two purposes
which I shall mention; nor do I think
it will be of any greater use from
the fact that the number of members
will be increased. Nevertheless I trust
this proposal will be agreed to, because to
some extent it follows the lines of a reso-
lution carried by the old Legislative Coun.
cil in 1889. By that resolution it was
proposed that there should be an increase
in the number of members proportionate
to the population of the different colonies.
Colonies under 100,000 were to have two
members, colonies under 300,000 four
members, colonies under 700,000 five
members, and over that number six
members. The principal reason, how-
ever, why I am prepared to accept this
resolution, is because it may possibly be a
step in bringing about a federated Aus.
tralia—that great ideal in which West
Australians, i common with the people
of the other colounies, are looking forward
to. It will, T think, tend to keep the
federal spirit alive. It will, in other
words, keep the lamp of the federal spirit
brightly burning, and secondly, it will
afford five of the worthiest gentlemen in
the colony an opportunity of having an
enjoyable and refreshing holiday. Ihave
sald I do not believe altogether in the
Federal Council, and I will give my rea-
sons : one is that the Council does noth-
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Inerease of Represenlatives.

ing, not for want of members, but for want
of business, and such is inherent in its
constitution. Last session the total quan-
tity of work, besides agreeing to a resolu-
tion of this kind, was to pass a Bill of
five clauses—the Garrison Discipline Bill
—and, but for the pleasures behind (the
meeting being held in Tasmania in the
heat of the summer), I believe it would
die. The reason why there is no business
is that it has no executive power, and no
means of raising money. It may pass
vohuninous laws; but it cannot enforce
ane of them, It may declare that it is
necessary to garrison the whole of Aus-
tralia, but it caunot raise a sixpeuce for
its own ordinary expenses, let alone enough
money to carry out such an object as 1
have named. Under these circumstances
the increase in the number of members is
hardly likely to do away with its funda-
mental weakness; nevertheless, as I say,
it i3 worth while doing something to keep
the federal spirit alive, besides affording
an opportunity for the statesmen and
politiciang of the various colonies to
periodically meet together. I shall, there-
fore, support the motion of my hon.
friend.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Council, at 65 o’clock p.m., ad-
journed until Monday, 18th September, at
8o’clock p.m.



